
MICHIGAN STREET AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE CORRIDOR COMMISSION

Minutes

General Commission Meeting, Tuesday, July 14, 2020

Attending: George Scott, Lillie Wiley-Upshaw, Sharon Holley, George Alexander, Dr. Cynthia Conides,

Roxanne Kise, Mark Boyd, Chiwuike (Chi Chi) Owunwanne, Larry Rubin, Carmen Swan, Terry Alford

Meeting was called to order at 1:38 pm by Commission Chair, George Scott.

George Alexander made a motion to approve the June general meeting minutes with corrections

offered prior to this meeting by Commissioner Dorothy Hill. Commission Co-Chair Lillie Wiley-Upshaw

seconded the motion, which was carried by acclamation.

Budget Finance Report:

--Treasurer George Alexander provided the following financial report:

PERIOD ENDING 6/30/20

Money Market Account ending in….1992

Beginning Balance: $1,050.86
Interest Paid _____.01
Ending Balance $1,050.87

Business Reward Checking Account ending in….4967

Beginning Balance $4,430.18
Subtractions* _-156.83
Ending Balance $4,273.35

*Constant Contact                      $76.13
Go Daddy                                      47.22
Commercial Loan Payment 33.48
Total $156.83

Reward Checking Account ending in….4711

Beginning Balance $91,404.95
Subtractions* -9,314.89
Ending Balance $82,090.06

*Payroll $6,698.10
Indeed 25.70
Spectrum 71.97
Bene-Care 508.77
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Reimbursement (T. Alford)           133.35
Travelers Ins. 377.00
Accounting Services 1,000.00
Rent _500.00
Total $9,314.06

Dr. Cynthia made a motion to approve the Finance Report; Lillie seconded the motion. The motion

carried by acclamation and the report was approved.

Old Business:

- Commission ED Terry Alford reported that the Commission’s Personnel Committee began

assessing resumes to determine which candidates to interview for the position. Terry has

received 20 resumes. Interviews will begin next week. The goal will be to have an incumbent

by the end of the month.

- Terry reported that the Master Strategic Action Plan RFP was submitted onto the NYS Contract

Reporter platform before the end of June. On July 8th, the Commission hosted a Pre-Proposal

Zoom meeting of interested consultants/agencies. Over 70 individuals representing over 50

agencies participated. Proposals must be submitted by July 27th.

- Virtual Tours demo—Terry and Lillie provided a brief demonstration of the cultural anchors

virtual tours developed thus far. Next steps include shooting additional aerials of the anchors

in the Corridor and recording voiceovers describing each anchor space. The goal is to get

everything done by the first week of August, in time to present to 150 incoming UB freshmen

over three days.

- Terry reported that thanks to Mark Boyd, he, along with members of the Commission’s

executive committee, will be meeting with Brendan Mehaffy, Director of the city’s Office of

Strategic Planning on July 22nd. The initial plan would be to tour the grounds of all the anchors’

spaces, allowing for dialogue of needs/concerns. We will also plan to discuss plans regarding

the property at 509/507.

- Governance Committee: Dr. Cynthia and George A. presented for consideration for adoption

Amended and Restated Bylaws of the Michigan Street African American Heritage Corridor

Commission, Inc., as well as a Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Michigan Street African

American Heritage Corridor Commission, Inc., to adopt the amended and restated bylaws of the

Commission. Attending Commissioners suggested we table the vote on the resolution until the

Commission’s general meeting in August.

- Historical Education and Preservation Committee: Terry reported that he along with several

other members of the Commission did listen/view-in on the July 9th City of Buffalo

Preservation Board hearing on its approval to support expanded preservation status for

properties on Michigan and Sycamore Streets. The good news is the Commission and its

supporters did write letters of support (over 100 letters received by Jessie Fisher, ED

Preservation Buffalo Niagara). Good news—Preservation board members did unanimously to

support expanded preservation status; next steps will be having the resolution presented to

the City’s Common Council for final approval/vote (Jessie will keep us informed when this is

scheduled).
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- Planning Committee: Terry mentioned that he will soon plan to get together with all the

anchors to discuss/strategize best practices in “reopening” our anchors. Lillie suggested as part

of reopening plans, the Commission coordinate a community event, like a “Community

Clean-Up” around all the anchors.

New Business:

- Terry reported that the Fundraising Planning Request for Proposals (RFP) document has been

drafted by ESD. All that remains is scheduling a timeline. Terry and Roxanne Kise will meet to

get that completed. Terry plans to place the RFP with timelines onto the NYS Contract

Reporter by July 29th.

Adjournment: Dr. Cynthia made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by George

Alexander.

The next MSAAHCC Executive Committee meeting will be scheduled on Tuesday, August 4th beginning

at 1:30 pm. The next Commissioners meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 11th beginning at 1:30

pm.
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